
Left-Wing Activists Always Set Themselves Up 
to Profit From Cleantech Schemes

Founder of climate activist group calling for 'national 
mobilization' of economy against global warming is CEO of 
green infrastructure consulting firm
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The leader of an activist group pushing for sweeping policy change to combat global warming has 
positioned himself to rake in money from those changes.

Bracken Hendricks is cofounder and senior adviser to Evergreen Action, an activist group formed in 
April by former staffers of Washington governor Jay Inslee’s (D.) failed 2020 presidential campaign.

Evergreen published an "Action Plan"—which echoes many of the policies put forward in the Green 
New Deal—in April pushing the Biden administration to adopt a "Zero-Carbon Building Standard" that
would mandate that all new buildings meet climate change "resilience" standards. If enacted, the policy
would also require substantial retrofitting to nearly every building in the country as part of Evergreen's 
"Rebuild America energy retrofit program."

Enacting such demands could be lucrative for Hendricks, who is also CEO of Urban Ingenuity, a 
Washington, D.C., consulting firm that, according to its website, "provides innovative solutions to 
develop and finance advanced energy projects, building retrofits, and state of the art clean energy 
infrastructure" to construction developers.

https://freebeacon.com/author/hayden-ludwig/
https://urbaningenuity.com/about-us-2/
https://www.influencewatch.org/app/uploads/2020/12/Evergreen-Action-Plan.-12.20.pdf
https://www.evergreenaction.com/mission/bracken-hendricks


Hendricks did not respond to a request for comment on his company’s potential conflict of interest by 
the time of publication.

Hendricks has spent his career pushing radical climate policies. He coauthored a 2007 book with Inslee
calling for a massive government overhaul of the economy to halt global warming and later advised 
Inslee's campaign on climate policy. Hendricks is also a former climate adviser to the Clinton Global 
Initiative. In 2009 he penned a report that called for a national retrofit of buildings to halt global 
warming from his perch as a Center for American Progress senior fellow.

A national reconstruction mandate similar to the one proposed by Evergreen and Hendricks was 
included in the Green New Deal proposed by socialist Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D., N.Y.) in 
2019 to "retrofit every building in America." The conservative American Action Forum estimates the 
Green New Deal could cost between $52 and $93 trillion by 2030 and states that its national retrofitting
scheme "would have no impact on [greenhouse gas] emissions."

InfluenceWatch identifies Evergreen Action as a front for the Sixteen Thirty Fund, part of a $715 
million "dark money" network run by Arabella Advisors, a center-left consulting firm. Evergreen 
doesn't file IRS Form 990 reports or disclose its budget but the group's "sister organization," Evergreen 
Collaborative, has received at least $250,000 from the liberal Hewlett Foundation. In 2019, Sixteen 
Thirty Fund gave $3.5 million to the League of Conservation Voters (LCV), a Green New 
Deal advocacy group, and nearly $6.8 million to LCV's PAC, which spent over $60 million boosting 
Democrats in the 2020 election.

Much of Evergreen Action's "Action Plan" mimics the Green New Deal, demanding Biden enact an 
"environmental justice" executive order establishing an "Office of Environmental Justice" within the 
U.S. Justice Department to "hold polluters fully accountable under maximum application of federal 
law" and "pursue maximum civil and criminal penalties–in particular against repeat offenders." The 
mandate echoes that of Biden's running mate, Sen. Kamala Harris (Calif., D.), who decried 
"environmental injustice" as part of the Green New Deal legislation she cosponsored with Ocasio-
Cortez.

The Green New Deal bill text compares tackling climate change with the U.S. effort in World War II, 
proposing a "10-year national mobilization" to stop global warming. Similarly, Evergreen Action 
proposes establishing a "White House Office of Climate Mobilization" by executive order modeled on 
the now-defunct Office of War Mobilization, a World War II agency that coordinated all government 
agencies in the war effort.

The group also calls for the creation of a government-funded "Climate Conservation Corps" modeled 
on the Great Depression-era Civilian Conservation Corps that would train young Americans in 
retrofitting buildings and installing solar panels, send members overseas to aid in "mitigation and 
resilience" projects, and create labor union apprenticeships in "clean energy economy" jobs. Likewise, 
the Green New Deal would guarantee jobs "to all people of the United States."

Other notable policies from the Evergreen plan include a complete transition away from oil, coal, and 
natural gas by 2050, a World War II-style G.I. Bill for coal workers who lose their jobs as a result of 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-resolution/109/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-resolution/109/text
https://www.harris.senate.gov/news/press-releases/harris-ocasio-cortez-announce-landmark-legislation-to-ensure-green-new-deal-lifts-up-every-community
https://www.fec.gov/data/committee/C00486845/?tab=spending
https://www.lcv.org/article/lcv-supports-green-new-deal-resolution/
https://www.influencewatch.org/non-profit/sixteen-thirty-fund/#grants-from-sixteen-thirty-fund
https://hewlett.org/grants/new-venture-fund-for-the-evergreen-collaborative/
https://freebeacon.com/democrats/dem-dark-money-network-rakes-in-715-million-to-bankroll-liberal-causes/
https://freebeacon.com/democrats/dem-dark-money-network-rakes-in-715-million-to-bankroll-liberal-causes/
https://www.influencewatch.org/non-profit/sixteen-thirty-fund/
https://www.influencewatch.org/non-profit/evergreen-action/
https://www.americanactionforum.org/research/the-green-new-deal-scope-scale-and-implications/
https://www.americanactionforum.org/research/the-green-new-deal-scope-scale-and-implications/
https://www.americanactionforum.org/daily-dish/analyzing-the-green-new-deal/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/1-973-leds-and-the-green-new-deal-11550274408
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/green/reports/2009/08/10/6602/rebuilding-america/
https://www.vox.com/energy-and-environment/2019/3/1/18244206/jay-inslee-2020-campaign-president-climate-change-interview


Evergreen’s anti-coal policies, returning to the 2015 Paris climate accord on global warming, and 
sweeping changes to the National Labor Relations Act that would massively strengthen labor unions.
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